CHRISTMAS CONTRIBUTIONS. 

“S' ,o play « l*"""'“ ki ” S ' so commenced our prep, rat i ons 

SkwZd to The frames were raised 3 ft. from the ground, and?}? 
from each other. Black gauze was t.ghtly na.led on the back of ea ,“' 
Arras cloth was draped round each frame and between them, and behind 
each hung a small curtain on a cord which ran on rollers, so as enab « 
the showman to quickly draw them. The background was composed of , 
clothes horse covered with a large black shawl. About i#ft. f rom th 
front of the frames, and 3 ft- from the K round > fourteen tin footlights 
containing candles were nailed to a wooden rail, also draped with the Arras 
cloth. 

With the help of friends, we quickly made eighteen little dresses out of 
the very cheapest art muslin. We first drew up a list of characters, and 
decided who should represent each. The list included Bo-Peep, Reynolds’ 
Innocence and Simplicity, Millais’ Cherry Ripe, Jack and Jill, Polly anc j 
Sukey, Pierrot, A Little Jap, Where are you going to my pretty Maid? 
Lord Fauntleroy, Quite Ready (the last two were taken by little mites just 
two years old), King and Oueen of Hearts, Leslie’s Valentine, Babes in the 
Wood, &c. 

At three o’clock on the eventful day the little guests arrived punctually 
with their mothers and nurses, and the children were at once taken upstairs 
to diess, while the elders had tea in the drawing room. At four o’clock the 
spectators took their places for the performance, and as soon as they had 
settled down, and the gas was put out, the little actors came in and sat in 
he th'p ' 1 Sh °"' man opened the Proceedings with a few introductory remarks, 
As oon tTh aSid6 ’ and a little figure was seen in each frame, 

the two first m-J V Ut ° Ut dlC p ' ctures tbe next actors were called, and 
bem- nos 1 T ^ SCa ! S W ' th the audience - While the figures were 
a little account of ^ tv . 06 ^ ^ ' n tb e frames, the showman gave 

to on these occasions 6 ™' ^ ** &S amus ' n & as showmen only know how 

on thTmTos?u e me™-andlX W ^- °'T’ ^ litt,e ones had tea-still keeping 
lln til seven o’clock whp ? P ayed musicaI chairs, dumb charades, &c., 
°ne mother said afterwards « f /* 88 ® 8 were changed, and all went home, 
gave the children so ’ 1 WaS n0t on ^ beautiful at the time, but it 

about for many days ” many ‘ deas and thou ghts to think and talk 

Mater. 


We have lately learnt 

niade very amusing f or th P nevv £ ame called “Telegrams,” which m; 
bach person is provided with”* "T 61 " evenin gs of the Christmas hoi 
' cryone writes down a lettP ^ T and paper > an d they sit round a t 
a °p t ? Ues Until twelve letters h ° if the paper hack, and passes it on. 
th on collected and dealt on* n" Written on each P a P er - The p: 

he object now is to make an exc 
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telegram, each word of which begins with „„„ r 

given order. Sometimes very amusing telegrams t S ' Ven a eUerS their 
require more thought than one would suddosp ' u * P r °duced, but they 
arrived, discovered thief, reclaimed jewels Tn \ 1 & ^ S ° me : “ Th °mas 
“Arrived safely, rough passage, narrow escaoe fmm T’ Beeches > Windsor.” 
As in the second, we often omit the direction althoiwTT'" 5 ’ VCry Sea ' sick -’ > 
it makes it more amusing. At the end of ‘ S " 0t Correct - but 

telegrams, which are generally received with ** 

K. H. D. 


Books, 


“ En hoexkens ende boexkens.” 

I limit my books this month to three or four— all fairy tales. The first 
and by far the best is “English Fairy Tales,” by S. Jacobs (Nutt, 6s.). 
This is treasure trove. Many of the stories are new even to professed 
fairy-tale readers, and several are old stories in a new dress. The preface 
is sensible, the illustrations by Mr. Batten are excellent, and the learned 
notes at the end give the student just as much light as he requires. The 
best stories are “ Cap o’ Rushes,” “ Mister Fox,” “ The Fish and the Ring,” 
and “Tom Tit Tot.” 

Mr. Lang has added to our fairy books by publishing the “Red Fairy 
Book” (Longmans, 5s.). This is a second gleaning in the fields of fairyland. 
The authorities laid under contribution are Madame D’Aubrey, the X olsunga 
Saga, M. Henri Carnoy, and the well-known Ashbgoensen and Moy. I he 
illustrations are even better than those in Mr. Lang’s u Blue fairy book 
(Longmans, 5s.), which delighted all children a year ago. 

Mr. Frank Stockton has written with kind regards to good giants and 
fairies a series of charming tales in his own peculiar way Tin^ a h n o 

Tales ” (3s. 6d. ?). There are only four or five, but for children they are fifty, 
for each tale contains many funny incidents which an experienced mot er 
or sister may well enlarge. The illustrations are not so O ooe 

n0tl< Mr. *Oscar Wilde (O that he could always 

a world that has forgotten its simplicity) has pu ls ie a Crane The 

“The Happy Prince- (3- 

book is worth its price even for he which this 

understand the irony, but they will grasp the simple 

book tries honestly to enforce. Library of A 11 Nations” (5s. 

Messrs. Sonnenschein publish ‘ more su i te d t o the student 

and 3s. 6d. per volume). Perhap J 1 ® let a lone, and the good may be 
than to the child, but the bad may 1 > 


I 
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-worked up in 


BY THE WAY. 


such a way that the good fairy tales, now So f 


' vil ' b e 


^TsSld^bttery glad if readers of this Review would send to 
™lWfions of fairy talcs of which they or their chj] | ~ lJ ie 


L/t VV/»j *)* 

names of any collections of fairy tales 
especially fond 


*i are 


°“ -cfi; 

are 


Those of ns who grew' up upon Joyce s Scientific Dialogues ” rii 
Mr. Steel’s book* with the warm appreciation it deserves. C ' 
a time, and that learnt well, may be a sound dictum, but vve 
thankful to the fat, stumpy, little “Joyce” of our childhood f or , ? 
before us many open doors will rejoice in an introduction of such n P acin g 
lucidity to the whole circle of the natural sciences. If Mr. Steep ' elI ° Us 
placed second to any for this quality of lucidity, it is only to Huxle > W l ° be 
and to be named in the same breath with this master of the craft of llrnse,f; 
is to be accredited with the clearness of style and simplicity of ar ,. teac ^'t 
that belong to thorough mastery of a subjech The mother I ' an S err ‘ent 
give an answer up to date to her children’s puzzling auestionJ 0 ZT tS to 
leaves green? Why does the echo repeat our words?— sh, m ™ hy are 
World oj Science. We hope that the succeeding volumes of t h • gCt The 

Saence Series which Mr. Steel is editing may not fall below the iVrT"™ 
volume. uie introductory 


ung 


By-the-Way— 


question in answer^ 0 * f ? W W ° rds on the other side o I 
number. In the first place I conshW this . title ^ your Oct 

0 express or describe am, 7 , . 1G term “Abdication” far too sti 


number. In the first place I consi 7 PL g th,S tltIe in > our 0c 

o express or describe any relinr \ ^ term “ Abdlca tion” far too s 
Place whilst daughters remain unH a'”* ° f authorit y tba t ought to 

--aching principIe> t u " the parental roof. “Abdication 

1° 1 T s lovin g care, advice and <r 7^ ' mpl,es the entire surrender 
. bat has been trustful and d g dance > and installing rm 


2'r ’ S !° V ' ns ca ^t!;j: C r miplies . the entire surrender 

indent ^ tlUStful an d affectionate ^ lnsta,lin S on tbe ruins 
hann nCe ’ in Which I believe l a ,nng childh °od, a life of reserve 
who P ? eSS or advantage. I nstan " dau & hters , of whatever age, would 

^ Uroulh, m T- ased 

tendency your contributor “MB T”™ gr °° Ve S ° Str ° 

daily ]if e t e P* es ent times as re j mUSt 1)6 ver y exceptional. 

C0 "tnbu t ; r tr 0 " glyh0ld > fos tershab,W-i UCati0n ’ S ° dety ’ and gG " 

Option to thU A arCntS t0 end re » Ah lnde P enden ce. Your interes 
"’ e ^hers fi , a A Partial surrender 1 wish kindly to « 

Position in rep ° U ! d rec ognise it as r Cheerfull y assent to, but in my v 

— " egard to our childL n T Slm P le d »ty not to abandon 

___^^ch, with the highest sanction, 

Natural c Wurld of Sri , __ 


* Tk* WoriT~T~. — — ’ W ' th thC highe! 

a,Ura ' ^ence 

* Radford Grammar S h 0t i Stee1, M * A " F - R -G.S., F.C.S., 
School (Methuen & Co., London). 


occupy. I have not found in the Grand Old B 1 , 

passages in which the relative duties of parents nil u ,? f Ins P ir ation any 
any particular age. The injunction “ Honour thv fnil ' are limited to 
with all that this comprehends, is binding through 7 a " d thy m °ther,” 
daughters develop an eager desire for definite work in “1,^" gr °' vn ’ u P 

In V 11 * Or 


philanthropy,” under such circumstances the mother ik T* 
daughters to accomplish their wishes without an,, ? y assists her 
for their presence and help in her declining years °m ht °[ her own need 
on their part act excellently and unselfishly . k„. h.'./ ° St clau ghters, also, 


ears . . own need 

on their part act excellently and unselfishly • buTdier^™ S 

feel sure my friend “ M.B.” does not intend to conns*! exce P tlons > and I 
their rightful authority to interfere in such cases ' WhT”^ l ° abdicate 
philanthropy was depicted a few weeks ago in our leadin , \ Ullesque on 
which a daughter is declarieg her intention of iZi„„ S, ” 
because it was so dull at home, her father bcin» para'lysed and f.er Z'Vh"’ 
blind ! It ,s impossible to lay down any special rules for g' daTce Z 
tins matter o relinquishment. One thing I am convinced of, thatweTe 3 
more sympathy ,n our homes between parents and children, more idenZ 
of interests. We mothers almost always pass through a period of hean 
breaking disc.pl.ne before we arrive in the calm and peaceful waters in 
which some of us hope to spend our last decade. Let us endeavour’ to 
■cultivate in our families that spirit of love which suffereth long and is kind 
which is not easily provoked, which hopeth all things, and which endureth 
all things. If we succeed in doing this, shall we not have found a solution 
of the difficulty under consideration ? 

Ravvdon. 5 g 

Might I let Mrs. Epps know, through the Parents 3 Review , that her 
•excellent paper on “ French Kindergartens 5 ’ has borne good fruit at least in 
one town ? We have started through it a class of fifteen little ones, their 
ages ranging from three to eight. It is held every’ Tuesday and Friday, 
from 2.30 to 3.0, and presided over by a Parisienne, who is quite surprised 
at the way the children drink in the French. It has been in existence 
four weeks, and they know perfectly u Sur le pont,” “Au clair de la lime,” 

“ Savez-vous qui plante le choux?” and “II court, il court, le furet,' 5 and 
•every child can count up to twenty. Both pupils and teacher thoroughly 
•enjoy their hour’s play, and we feel that we owe many thanks to Mrs. 
Epps for her suggestion. Graiiiude. 

“ The Best CURRICULUM.”-Is it not a great exaggeration to 
say that “the Greek and Latin writers are a necessary part 0 
education from the moral point of view?” Do classica sc °^ rb 
all others in moral vigour? Have not multitudes 0 men an * 

■risen to sublime heights of goodness, who have : been ut er y g ‘ 

Latin and Greek? And where did the Greek P hdoso P b T ob g t l 1 1 hem at 
moral impulses? Cannot we go to the same s ° urce a ^ | aws 

first-hand? “Natural science has IMe or ^ iU . health is 
of condufct.” But only consider /or exa ^ ^ q{ breaking 

answerable for wrong-doing. And is n iffnorance ? Here, then, 



